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; x is a Spirit: and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in 
| and in truth. 
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A SERMON. 


ACTS xvii. 29. 


37 FORASMUCH THEN AS WE ARE THE OFFSPRING OF GOD, 
XX WEOUGHT NOT TO THINK THAT THE GODHEAD 18 
LIKE UNTO GOLD, OR SILVER, OR STONE, CRAVEN BY 
ART AND MAN's DEVICE. 


Th 


; B. the courſe of his travels, as a preacher af chic; 

v 18 the apoſtle Paul arrived at the renowned city of Athens. 

It is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that, agreeably to the 

. well known character of its inhabitants, he found them 

b polite, learned, ingenious, and philoſophic. But he found | 
chem a people deeply immerſed in idolatry. Notwithſtand- 

ing their fill in the erts and ſciences, their religious know- 

led ge, ike the reſt of the heathen werd. was irrational and ; 
> fuperſtitious. The great and enlightened mind of the 4 
#8 apoſtle was moved within him, when he contemplated 

5 their deplorable ſtate. He, accordingly, reaſoned with 

them upon the ſubject, and ſtated to them, upon various 

& occaſions, the impropriety and iniquity of their religious "7 
WT icrvices. And even the pride of Athenian philoſophy | 
% ſtooped to converſe with this learned and illuſtrious teacher 
of divine truth. So much indeed was the curioſity of the 
” 2 excited by his converſation, and probably by his 
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tame alſo, that they took him before the Areopagus, the 
moſt grave and dignified ſeat of judicature, at Athens; 
where he delivered a moſt ſublime and eloquent diſcourſe 
reſpecting their idolatrous ſtate, the nature of the deity, 
and the reſurrection of the dead. In the courſe of this 
folemn addreſs, he advances the nobleſt ſentiments of the 
divinity, and urges them to refrain from the worſhip of 
idols. By a quotation, from one of their poets, he proves 
chat they acknowledged themſelves the offspring of God; 
and thence concludes, that as it becomes children to think 
reſpeafully of their parents, ſo they ought to entertain 
the moſt worthy conceptions of their heavenly Father. 
Foraſmuch (lays he) as we are the offspring of God, wwe ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or filwer, er 
ſtone, graven by art and man's device. | 


and as it is a principal object of the ſociety, which I have 
the honor of addreſſing, to inculcate right notions of the 
ſupreme Being, in oppoſition to thoſe corrupt and falſe 
fentiments on this head which prevail in the chriſtian 
world, I truſt, we ſhall not be ſpending our time altogether 
unprofitably, in making it the ſubject of our preſent medi- 
tations. I, therefore, ſolicit your attention, while I endea- 
your to ſhew what ſentiments it becomes us, as the offspring 
of God, and as chriſtians, to entertain of the ſupreme | 
Being; the importance of ſuch ſentiments ; and the method 
by which to acquire them. _ 

Our ſentiments of God, my chriſtian brethren, ought to 
be the moſt rational and exalted which the human mind 
canform. We ſhould, accordingly, regard him, as with- 
dit beginning and without end; as ſubject to no variable- 
ne's or change Whatever; as develling, not in temples made 

| 270 


As no ſentiment can be of greater importance than this, 


L #4 
with hands*, nor in any particular place; but as occupy- 
ing every part of infinite ſpace, and every where preſent, 


at one and the ſame time. , We ſhould contemplate him, 
as poſſoſſing all poſſible knowledge; as perfectly acquainted 
with all circumſtances, paſt, preſent, and to come; as 
| ſearching the hearts, and knowing the thoughts of the children 


a 1 _— ; as the firſt cauſe and maker of all things, viſible 
= i and inviſible; as the ſole dire tor and governor of the 
= F univerſe; ; and as having the entire ſaperintendance of every 
event which takes place in the world which we inhabit, 


1 We ſhould. aſcribe to him all poſſible power, and look 
5 oben him as capable of effecting, in a ſingle inſtant, what- 
ever deſigns his all knowing mind hath formed. 

With reſpe& to his moral attributes, we ſhould conceive 
of him as ſupremely and impartially good ; as holy, with- 
out the leaſt blemiſh; as gracious and merciful, from his 
4 very nature ; as juſt, without ſeverity ; true, without vari- 
lation; and faithful to his promiſes in the higheſt degree. 
B Whatever is great, and adorable, and lovely, and good, 
WT ve ſhould conſider as dwelling in him: whatever is im- 
E perfect, or weak, we ſhould diſcard from our apprehenſions 
ö of him. We thould ſtretch our underſtandings to the ut- 
mot, and elevate our ideas to the ſummit of excellence, 
4 hen we make the God of heaven and earth the ſubject of 
our meditations; for we have no reaſon to fear leſt our 
| conceptions of him ſhould be too ſublime. This is abſo- 
lately impoſſible. The only thing we have to fear is, left 
| Pour conceptions ſhould not be ſufficiently worthy of him. 
! 1H o ſum up the whole: we ſhould regard the divinity as 
f A anfinite in all perfections; as eternal, and everlaſting ; - 
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ut Adds ü. 24. + 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. 
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TS 
emniſcient, omnipreſent, and omnipotent ; as unbounded 
in goodneſs, and unlimited in every moral excellence. 

It muſt be allowed, that the human faculties appear 
extremely feeble and confined, when exerted upon fo 
grand and exalted a ſubject as the divine nature. Hence 
it may be objected, that finite creatures can never com- 
prehend what is infinite ; and, therefore, that the human 
mind can have no ideas whatever of the Deity. But this 


objection, if carried to it utmoſt length, would lead us to 


conclude, that we are incapable of knowing any thing at 
all. For we are very little acquainted with the moſt common 
objects we ſee around us, as far as relates to their eſſential 
nature and differences; yet we doubt not their exiſtence. 
We know not what conſtitutes the power of thought and 
volition within us; by what particular means we move 
our limbs, or what is the true nature of the vital principle ; 
yet we are conſcious that we think, and will, and move, 
and exiſt. We never entertain the leaſt doubr of theſe 
effects, though we are quite ignorant of the immediate 


cauſes by which they are produced. The caſe is ſimilar 


with regard to our notions of God. Though we can 
never, and ſhall, probably, in no future ſtage of our 
exiſtence, be able perfectly to underſtand, in what man- 
ner he is eternal and omnipreſent, all powerful and om- 
niſcient, yet we are obliged to infer, both from the dic- 
tates of reaſon, as well as from revelation, that he is ſo. 
It is, therefore, a maik of humility deſerving of cenſure, 
when we reject the knowledge of God entirely, becauſe 
he has not permitted us to obtain an adequate comprehen- 


ſion of him. This it would be arrogance to expect; ſo 


that it is more becoming creatures dependant and imper- 


fect, as we are, to bend our knees in fervent gratitude to 
| the 
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the God of TRADER and earth, for giving us the this 
we already poſſeſs of his being and perfections, rather than 
to outſtep the bounds of real modeſty, by rejecting him 
1 | altogether from our minds, becauſe we are not permitted 
© to enter the hallowed ſanctuary of his ineffable nature, 
7m 3 4 to touch, and handle, as it were, all the radiant glo- 
ies contained within its ſacred receſſes. 


ſhape of a bodily kind. Whatever being is poſſeſſed of a 
particular form muſt unavoidably be limited. But no 
limits can be fixed to the divine perfections. Theſe are 
Ineceſſarily infinite. He, therefore, can have no form 
| whatever. There is nothing that can reſemble him. He 
Fafſinitely ſurpaſſes every other object, whether animate or 
_ "4 nanimate, whether on earth, or in heaven, It is unbe- 
1 oming the reverence which rational beings owe him, to 
fiken him to any object of a corporeal nature; and the 
arts of ſcuſpture and, painting venture far beyond their 


1 5 ternal under a bodily form; ſince thereby they not only 
| : 4 grade the majeſty of the divine nature, but make wrong 
Ippreſſions upon the minds of the beholders. 

1 1 | Theſe ſentiments are confirmed by authority of {crip- 
ure. The Jews are forbidden to make unto themſelves 
Ve likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth 
E eath, or in the waters under the earth*. The apoſtle 
Faul tells the Athenians, that God, awho made the world, 
4 all things therein, who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
Wrwelleth nit in temples made with hands and that aue ought: 


® E:odus Xx. 4. 
#02 


From this deſcription of the nature and attributes of 
od we infer the impropriety of aſcribing to him any 
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„ 
not to think him to be like unto gold, or filver, or fone, gra ven 
by art and man's device f: which authorities as well as 
the concluſions of our own underitandings, are a convin- 
cing proof of the truth of the obtervauons, which have 


been made upon this head. 
Vet we read in ſcripture of the hand, the arm, the ear, 
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human 


the eye, and the mouth of tae Deny; but theie are only 
modes of ſpeech, accommoda ed to our imperfect faculties ; 
which, in treating upon ſo ſublime a ſubject, are obliged 
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to make uſe of commonly received language, to expreſs 
our ſentiments reſpecting it with greater preciſion and 
energy. We ſhould recollect, that it was formerly, as it 
continues to be, the cuſtom of eaſtern nations, to expreſs 
themſelves in bold metaphors and a glowing dition; and 
that the Jewiſh prophets, from whom theſe examples are =. 
taken, wrote in the ſame ſtyle, and icrupled not to ſeize 
any images, fitted for conveying their ideas in the moſt 
ſtriking, as well as the cleareſt manner. Theſe viſible 
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and corporeal repreſentations of the ſupreme Being, there 
fore, are in themſelves perfectly innocent, and can be YN [ We 
attended with no bad conſequences, provided we carry KB 3 * | 
along with us the foregoing obſervations, whenever we 1 7 Hi: 
read the ſcriptures, 17555 1 

It 1s upon the ſame principles, that the Deity is repre- 
ſented in the ſacred writings as having paſſions and affec- 
tions, ſimilar to thoſe which belong to human nature; as 


moved to anger, jealouſy, and pity; as feeling ſentiments 


of affection, tenderneſs, and joy; and even as relenting: W Theſ 

of the purpoſes he had formed. But it would: be wrong = ents | 
; ES _ I... 

to ſuppoſe, that God is at ary time adtuated by ſuch. rinita 


+ Acts xv:1. 24. 29. ; 5 ; & b 
affections- 


e 

1 affections and paſſions; which, though implanted in the 
f human breaſt for the wiſeſt and beſt ends, can anſwer no 
"1% purpoſe in the infinite and all perfect mind. In man they 


9 no impulſes of this kind to lead him to exert his omnipo- 
potent energies. He is ever completely happy in himſelf; 
i il Ever communicating happineſs to numberleſs myriads of 
; « Ereatures, which were formed by his power; and are de- 
; Pendant upon his bounty. Such repreſentations of the 
7 odhead, therefore, we ſhould ſeparate from our conſide- 
14 ations, when we wiſh to form juſt ſentiments reſpecting 
; him. For though he will mercifully pardon ſuch deſcrip- 
| tions of his incomprehenſible nature, becauſe owing to 
he limited capacities of the human mind, and the una- 
voidable defects of language, yet he will be belt pleaſed 
| * ith our meditations, when we think of him as abſolutely 
Free from every appendage and incumbrance of this kind; 
And as poſſeſſing thoſe ſublime and engaging attributes 
0 nly, which eſſentially and truly belong to him. 

We may alſo infer, that ſince God is infinite in all per- 
ections, we ſhould regard him as One diſtinct Beicg z as 
1 . be High and Holy One, wwho inbabiteth eternity*., The 
#1 8+ mnipotent can have no equal or partner in his glories, 
here cannot poſſibly be two infinite Beings; for heaven 
3 *. earth, 1 univerſal ſpace can contain but one ſuch 


"+ Theſe remarks tend to 8 the files of thoſe ſenti- | 
nts held by that part of the Chriſtian world termed 
rinitarian; and we may venture to ſay, that no one can 
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muſt be three equals ; conſequently three Infinites ; which, 
9 1 cn. . 


we ſhould endeavour to be perfect according to our nature 
and ability, ſo the former implies no more, than that we 


[: 48": 3 
entertain them without introducing confuſion and per. 
plexity into his notions of the Supreme Being; whom 0 1 
reaſon and ſcripture concur in declaring to be a ſingle, un- 1 1 
divided eſſence or ſpirit. But if, agreeab'y to the Trinita- 1 
rian ſyſtem, the Son and the Holy Spirit be equal to the . 


Father, according to the uſual mode of calculation, there 
| : : be ſo! 


for the reaſons above ſtated, is a direct abſurdity. 1 

So jealous, therefore, ſhould we be of the honour ©! - 
God, that wo n not to permit any other being to q We 4 
ſhare it with him in an equal degree; not even him, who m. if! 
#5 in the b. ſom, & that is, in the counſels of the Father. - 


heavenly Father is perfect f But as the latter ſignifies, that I 
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ſhould pay fuch a degree of reſpect to the Son of God, as ment: 
as is due to his character and office as a divine meſſenger. 


2 a 
a 


If we examine the conduct of Paul, when preaching the 3 * ith re 
doctrine of a Godhead before the Athenians, we ſhall find ting the D 
that he did not introduce a ſecond or third perſon to par- ent fa 
ticipate the glories of the divine nature. He ſaid 20. 7 


thing reſpecting a trinity, that Corruption of the pure 4 1 wet 
faith, which originated in a latter period of the chrittian muſt a! 


church, and with which, from this ſilence on the point, it Moming 
appears he was wholly unacquainted. | ee rence, 

Paul preached the unity of God, a future judgement, 1 1 y, juſh 
and the reſurrection of the dead. The Athenians, how- wp let 
ever, appear not to have been greatly captivated by hi fk . 


* John i. 18. + John v. 23. 1 Matt. v. 48. * 16 % 
| dodtrinz | 1 
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petrines. Some laughed at them: others promiſed to 
Far him again: and but few were converted. Yet is it 
10: probable, that the doQtrine of a trinity, if it had been 


- 8 
PLS F * 
* e Hh & 1 
FR f 


n in exiſtence, and had been fairly propoſed to this 


he \N e Fious and inquiſitive people, this race of men reputed 
5  talbe ſo fond of telling or of hearing ſome new thing* might 
3 ty We arreſted their attention, and excited their ſpecula- 
XxX And is it likely that the apoſtle, intimately ac- 


on i Winted as he was with human nature, would have 
5 1 ie ded ſo good an opportunity of making it known to 
ho 


m, if he were really commiſſioned to preach ſo myſte- 
rio! 5 a doctrine? His ſilence on this head leads us to 
HY or dclude, that it is not an article of ſcripture, but a 
1 oh rine of human invention ; a defilement of the clear 
| n ntain of chriſtianity by the turbid ſtreams of erence, 
/ called; + and, as ſuch, undeſerving a place in the 
9 of thoſe, who are anxious to entertain ſuch religious 


4 a 

od, «a iments only, as are conkitent with ſound ſenſe and 
is BY hy 

ger. Jon. 


ting che Deity, we ſhall ſoon find, by conſidering the 
par- - ent tate of man, of what unſpeakable moment they 
"7 to his happineſs. 
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Frence, which we pay to God, will depend upon the 


y by _ king hre, will be the ſame; and will pallets that fervor 
* AQ xvil. 21. 1 Tim vi. 20. 
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MW With regard to the importance of juſt notions reſpec- 


F we acknowledge the propriety of religious worſhip, 
muſt al'ow, that it ought to be performed in the moſt: 
1 4 ming manner. It is evident, that the real degree of 


. juſtneſs, and ſublimity of our ſentiments reſpecting 
how. * If theſe are rational and exalted, our homage, if 


3D {dh 


and animation which ought to quicken all the powers of dee 
the mind, whenever we worſhip God; which ought to Xt ws. 
rouze every pious feeling; and raiſe us, as it were, from him 
earth to heaven.” But if we do not regard God, as poſſeſſed 63A 
of every poſſible excellence, and as infinitely ſuperior to . 
every other being, how can we reverence him as ſuch ? ads 
If we do not look up to him as infinitely powerful, un- to a 
boundedly good, aud impartially juſt and holy, how can + as 
we render him ſupreme reverence, warm affection, or utter 
filial obedience ? A ſincere chriſtain when he kneels in his this a 


preſence, with his heart impreſſed with becoming ſenti- Tat 
ments reſpecting the Godhead, enjoys a tranquil ſatisfac- 
tion and a refined pleaſure which cannot be deſcribed. But 
without ſuch ſentiments, whatever may be his feelings, 
they can be aſcribed only to ignorance or enthuſiaſm, 
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againſt which every rational worſhipper ſhould be at all be of 
times upon his guard. Recollect the religious ſervices we di 


which the heathens paid their gods. How irrational and 
debaſing ! Yet theſe ſervices accorded with the ideas they 
entertained of them; and were ſuch as they imagined 
would be moſt acceptable to them. anfluen 

Moreover, not only the fervor of our devotions, but 7 and co! 
likewiſe their frequency will depend much upon our ideas "I | degree 
reſpecting their object. We the oftner aſſociate with a our int; 
friend, the more we reſpect and love him. The more 5 
highly we think of him, the more aſſiduous we are in 3 look uf 
ſeeking his company. But we generally avoid all inter- and cor 
courſe with thoſe, whoſe diſpoſitions and manners are 1 
not agreeab'e to our own. It is the ſame with regard to 9 
religious exerciſes. The more exalted our ſentiments Wu 
reſpecting the Godhead are, the more ſha'l we be inclined 1 1 
to hold devout intercourſe with him; the more joy ful) 
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{hall we enter his preſence; the more freely open our 
hearts before him. But if we think unworthily of him, 
if we behold him in an unamiable light, and conceive of 
him as implacable, and revengeful, our ſteps into his 
ſanctuary will be flow and reluctant. Our tongues will 
faulter. Our hearts will be frozen with horror; and our 
addreſſes will be thoſe of ſlaves to a tyrant, not of children 
to a beloved parent. Dreadful and unhappy ſtate, when 
2 rational mind is thus affected! Better were it to be 
atterly ignorant of God, than to know him only under 
this character | 

Juſt ſentiments reſpecting the Deity are of great im- 


portance alſo in a moral view. God is the object not only 
of reverence, but of imitation. Since man, therefore, i: 


os 5 
1 
1 


be of the utmoſt moment that he entertain juſt notions of 
cs tie divine nature. If we regard God as poſſeſſing inva- 

Variable rectitude, unſpotted purity, and unbounded bene- 
ey 5 volence, the habitual contemplation of theſe attributes will 

1 neceſſarily form us to a love and veneration of them; the 
W influence of which will not fail to appear in our diſpoſition 
but and conduct; inthe ſame manner as theſe are, in a certain 
leas I degree, affected by the good or bad company we keep in 
tha 2 | our intercourſe with mankind. But if; on the other hand, 


nore our notions of God be mean and unworthy of him, if we 
e in look upon him as paſſionate, revengeful, unjuſt, and cruel, 


mer- | * and conſider not mercy and benevolence as the moſt diſ- 

A :inguiſted attributes in his nature, we ſhall not only wor- 
rd to vip him with far leſs pleaſure, but our minds will una- 
ments 7 Voidably receive a ſtrong tincture from ſuch views of his 
lined WF character. We ſhall hence become moroſe and gloomy ; 
vfl 4 1 — and 


the creature of habit, and his mind bears a ſtriking affi- 
nity to the objects he moſt frequently contemplates, it muſt 


v1 
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ſtition ſhould have no influence. 


„ 


and our tempers will want thoſe amiable and engaging 


features, which are by no means inconſiſtent with the ſtric- 


teſt holineſs and purity of mind, and without which good 
qualities are neither half ſo pleaſing or valuable. 


Proper ſentiments reſpecting the Deity are of great uſe 


alſo in baniſhing from our, minds all ſuperſtitious fears, 
and giving juſt apprehenſions of the meaſures of the divine 
government. Falſe notions of the Supreme Being are the 
very ſource whence ſuperſtition ſprings. This diſeaſe of the 


mind (as it may not improperly be called) originates in 


partial views of the diſpenſations of providence, which 
it regards as directed by fickleneſs and caprice, and not 
by rules of unchangeable wiſdom, reQitude, and benevo- 
lence. But ſuch as think juſtly of the Deity, and have 
enlarged views of his attributes, never experience thoſe 
painful forebodings and alarms, which agitate the breaſts 
of perſons inclined to ſuperſtition. The former are calm 
and ſatisfied ; the latter troubled and afraid. The former 
contemplate a God of boundleſs love: the latter tremble 
at the idea of a God of terror. | 

To a want of right notions of the Deity we may aſcribe 
the ſuperſtitious ſtate of the heathen world; their ſcrupu- 
lous attention to dreams, the flight of birds, the appearance 
of reptiles, and other ridiculous and ominous appearances, 
which held their minds in a ſtate of the moſt abject bon- 
dage. But upon thoſe who enjoy the benefit of Chriſtian 
principles, and can view the Deity in a juſt light, ſuper- 
All the divine diſpen- 


ſations, both in the natural and moral world, we ſhould 
regard as founded in perfect wiſdom, and proceeding 
from infinite goodneſs. Whether his thunder ſhakes the 
mountains, or his meteors enlighten the horizon; whether, 
for 
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or a ſeaſon, he hides from our fight the ſplendid luminary 
of day, or by his awful decree buries populous cities in 
me duſt, we ſhould contemplate him, even in ſuch dif. 
2 penſations, as having ſome wiſe and gracious end in view. 


amiqdſt affliction and adverſity, under the preſſure of the 

; Wevereſt trials which can befal humanity, juſt ſentiments 

; ith regard to God's moral government, will render them 

; Komparatively light, will inipire patience and fortitude. 

; End enable us to view them as having a moſt benevolen: 

Kendency. 

© HT Lhe book of nature and the volume of revelation ar- 

- : Ihe two grand ſources, by which we can come at this mol ; 
: 4 Waluable knowledge, to which our attention has now been ; 
- EC 4 prected. The world, which we inhabit, preſents a mag- | 
« . cent diſplay of the perfections of God; for it is the | 
1 v rkmanſhip of his hand ; and every object in it, from ; 
I be leaſt to the greateſt, bears upon it marks of the Divi- : 
a . We behold in it the moſt aſtoniſhing inſtances of | 


Fc wer, wiidom, and goodneſs, ſo combined, as to engage 
* e admiration of every rational mind, and to inſpire 
2 ge rotion and reverence. To uſe the Words of a celebrated 
Priter; The creation ſpeaketh an univerſal language, 
iodependently of human ſpeech or human language, mul- 
plied and various as they be. It is an ever-exiſting- 
1 0 1ginal, which every man can read. It cannot be forged; 
cannot be counterfeited: it cannot be loſt : it cannot be 
Wtered® : it cannot be ſuppreſſed. It does not depend 


. f pon the will of man whether it ſhall be publiſhed or not: 


B 2 it 


R ** 


| (16 J 

5 : world 
1 ir publ liſhes itſelf from one end of the earth to the other, | ſuch! 
| It preaches to all nations and to all worlds*.” q 1 
'F | If we are anxious, therefore, to know God, let us com- 1 


ment. 
template his power in the production of this terreſtrial | 1 _ 


| nume 
world; in the vaſt and unfathomable ocean, the lofty ane 


and ſtupendous mountain, the radiant orb of day, and 7 to ex 
. 
B 


{34 unerr 


4 that boundleſs ſyſtem of planets and ſuns which the eye of K's 
BH not o 
C philoſophy deſcries in the realms of infinite ſpace. Let mw B 
3 vs contemplate the wifdom and regularity of the laws, by; { 
$ - Dn Fes a ; " "38 foon 
F » hich the various phenomena in the natural world are 
| prodou 
F! directed. Let us view his never-ceaſing goodneſs in th: 3 ain! 
| þ - I ( 
4 


different ſeaſons of the year, and diverſity of their pro- je 
; . 8 ee vice 
ductions; the conſtant revolution of day and night; 7 


Lf vey © 
Fs innumerable tribes of animals, which people the ſurface of = 3... 
| 4 8 | 5 
the earth; and all that richly decorated ſcenery, my 
that 
che face of nature exhibits, and refer what we behold 10 % a 
the Firſt and Great Cauſe, and we cannot fail to have cee. J 
minds deeply impreſſed with the moſt exalted ideas d 
oh | 5 unde 
; 443 +* 
T1 


© then, my brethren, let us animate our devotion b 3 
thus ſtudying the Creator in his works. How pleaſing, 
PF: 


| nion 
how delightfut the employment! How great the recon Wa exeat 
perce it will confer! How eaſy alſo the taſk to all who 3 


have the power of ſight or the faculty of reaſon! Hovi : a: 
deliciouſly will it occupy every vacant moment! "0 that 
may engage in it when we walk abroad, or when we i ampl 
down upon our beds. We may enter upon it with the 1. In pi 
ſing ſun, and continue it till his ſetting beams. Nj was 

Let no one, therefore, who wiſhes to know the 4 the ( 


mighty, be intenfible to his perfections, manifeſted in u 5 


* Painc's Age of Reaſcn, p. 66. Ed. New York. 


l 


world around us. Fanatics, if they pleaſe, may condemn 


95 ſuch helps to devotion; and deſcribe the preſent world as 
a fate of miſery, or an abode of degradation and puniſh- 
"WE ment. But the rational Chriſtian beholds in it ſuch in- 
15 oF J numerable marks, not only of boundleſs power, but of 
and | a2 Zunerring wiſdom, and tranſcendent goodneſs, as cannot fail 
agg 58] I expand and elevate his devotion ; and improve, not 
1 4 37 not only his underſtanding, but his heart. 
5. | 1 By thus contemplating the Deity in his works, we ſhall 
A 1 # Hoon be convinced, that they could not poſſibly be the 
1 : 1 production of any created being; much leſs of man; and 
oF © fiill leſs of gold, or filver, or fone, graven by art and man's 
9. ade vice. We ſhall alſo be ſatisfied, from this rational ſur- 
129 


rey of the wonders of nature, of the futility of that wiſ- 
dom, which aſſerts, There is no Gd; and maintains, 
that every thing is the reſult of blind, unmeaning chance; 
ideas, which may be aſcribed to a diſordered fate of the 
mind, rather than the juſt conclutions of a well regulated ; 
underſtanding. 
© The other ſource, whence juſt ideas of the Deity may 
"oy be derived, is from the ſcriptures. Contrary to the opi- 
; * nion of the writer above alluded to, we maintain, that the 
creation is not the only word of God with which we are 
acquainted ; and that it does not “ reveal to man all that 
it is neceſſary for a man to know of God+.” We aſſert, 
that though the book of nature and ſcripture united are 
amply ſufficient to this end, the former of itfelf is not ſo. 
In proof of this we appeal to hiftory ; and would aſk, what 
was the ftate of the heathen world as to the knowledge of 
the One God? Were not mankind, at this time, ſunk 


* Pſalm xiv. 1. + Paine's Age of Reaſon; p p. 66. 
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1 
into the groſſeſt idolatry? Did they not worſhip an in. 
numerable multitude of fancied deities. Were not even 
the philoſophers almoſt as ignorant as the vulgar with 


reſpect to this important truth? Look at the Athenians. 


hey were highly eminent for attainments in philoſophy, 


and ſkill in every branch of knowledge; more fo than 


any other nation, at that period, upon the face of the 
earth. Yet what people were ever more addicted to poly- 
theiſm? Was not their proneneſs to it ſo great as to have 
an altar erected to © ax unknown god * We ſhall err, 
therefore, if we depend ſolely upon nature for infor- 
mation upon this intereſting ſubject. The ſcriptures will 


be found our bet and ſafeſt guide. Theſe contain the 


moſt proper and ſtriking deſcriptions of the nature and 
attributes of the Firſt Cauſe. In various places of the 
hiſtoric books of the Old Teſtament, in the book of Job, 
in the glowing and devotional compoſitions of David, in 
the ſublime writings of the Jewiſh prophets, and in re- 
peated paſſages of the New Teſtament, the Supreme Being 
is deſcribed in all that majeſty and grandeur, which 10 
exalted a ſubject demands. Let us, therefore, pay a pro- 
per attention to theſe invaluable writings, and exalt our 
ideas of God by'a diligent peruſal of them. If we are 
not qualified to read them in the languages, in which they 
were originally written, (which is far from being neceſſary 
to the purpoſes of moral improvement), and wiſh to be- 
hold their beauties in as juſt and clear a light as poſſible, 
we ſhall act wiſely in availing ourſelves of thoſe new and 
amended Engliſh verſions of the ſcriptures, which learned 
and ingenious men have lately preſented to the Chriſtian 


Acts xvii. 23. 
world ; 


WE frike t 
ear conſ; 


1 5 yorld*; to which wah i is highly indebted, and which, it 
K pay be expected, will have the happieſt influence in re- 


Poving error, and ſolving difficulties, which, without 
| 3 L. em, would to ſome have appeared inſurmountable+. 

1 Ut the ſentiments reſpecting the divine Being, advanced 
on this occaſion, be juſt, is it not our duty to urge 
ic ſe of our Chriſtian brethren, who hold Trinitarian doc- 
tri es, ſeriouſly to conſider upon what ground they ſtand. 


> will be bold to ſay, that neither reaſon, nor ſcripture, 


properly underſtood, will enable them to maintain it; 
d apprehend that the apeſtle Paul, were he to reviſit the 
hriſtian church, would fay to many of its members; 


| WMSirs, I perceive ye have ſtrayed from the pure doctrine 
3 9 „ 3 nd ſomewhat reſemble thoſe who think that 2 
8 ade not men, but opinions. We are hs" more 

8 neſt alſo in our exhortations to this effect, in order that 

| 4 Mic of the greateſt ſtumbling blocks to unbelievers may be 
moved. It is a general complaint that infidelity is daily 

| 1 | 2 0 We refer here to the Tranſlations of the New Teſtament, by Dr. 
1 oc ridge, in 2 vol. 12mo, and by Mr. Wakefield; and to the New 
don of Exodus, by Mr. Hopkins; of Proverbs and Eceleſiaſtes, by Mr, 


of 4 | We have 3 this hint, not with a view 7 of abſolutely ante 
| de our preſent Engliſh tranſlation of the Bible, which, though in va- 
01 bs reſpects excellent, yet has many defects, which undoubtedly will 
of ſtrike thoſe who read it with blind admiration, but cannot fail to 
p 6 pp ar conſpicuous to ſuch as peruſe it with proper care and diſcernment. 

FA becoming 


» 


5 


( 20 ] 
becoming more prevalent; and we have reaſon to think, 
that it cannot be aſcribed merely to an ignorance of ſcrip- 
other corruptions of religion, which ſceptical perſons will! *3 

4 
not take the pains of diſtinguiſhing from chriſtianity itſelf, I 
are, in a great degree, the cauſe of it. 7 


dable exertions in promoting the knowledge of pure rell. 
gion, and the practice of virtue; but ſhould rather animate 
our endeavours in ſo uſeful, and ſo glorious a cauſe. The | E 


1 


long as che New Teftament exiits, N cannoi be Ines. 


This ſtate of things, however, ſhould not diſcourage us, ³ 
my friends, as a religious ſociety, from continuing our lau. WM 


The chriſtian 9 


WI 


tural knowledge, but that the Trinitarian tenets, wit! 


: progreſs of infidelity is but for a ſeaſon. WY hy 
leaven will gradually diffuſe itſelf throughout the Whole 1 - 
human maſs*. The ſeed which has been ſown, however == 
diminutive, will at length become a tree, and extending * 1 * 
its mighty branches over the whole earth, afford a place f _ 
of refuge to the fowls of heaven, The exiſtence of inf. 0 1 ſh 
delity, we may venture to predict, will be highly fer. | W 
viceable to the cauſe of religion. It will eſtabliſh its evi. s 1 8 
dences upon better grounds: and as the ſkilful pbyficia adio 
expels one poiſon fiom the human body by means of ano- = 
ther, ſo the poiſon of infidelity may be the inſtrument is © . 82288 
God's hand of extirpating the corruptions of OOTY 1 Fefficac 
An illuſtrious proof of this has lately been exhibited in: F of LA 
neighbouring nation f; and we ſhall have no reaſon 10 N 1 0 d 
grieve, if we be hold, in other parts of the world, amilt 7 pa. 
effects, ariſing from a ſimilar ere. 4 * d 

and to 

* See a very ſenſible diſcourſe upon this ſubject delivered at Taunton, ® 1 1 | COndut 
Sept. 3, 17933 '< ; the Society ot Unitarian Chriſtians, eſtabliſhed in *Y | 

the Weſt of England, &c. &c. by the Rev. T. Kenrick. 7 8 + 7 

+ The; eccleſiaſtical eſtablihment in France, but not the Chriftian 76. F : of Unit: 

ligion (as ſome have falſly aſſerted) has been completely deſtoyed. As 4 W the Rey 


1 | | 
= While infidelity is thus deſtroying the ramparts whicl | 
® Antichriſt has erected in the Meſſiah's kingdom, we have 
only to take care, that it make no inroads upon the citadel 


«| bof chriſtianity ; and though, in its progreſs, it may over- 
2 . 5 turn ſome of the pretended bulwarks which the friends of 
| P 

| Fiess have incautiouſly erected upon the frontiers of the 
ws b $ (Chriſtian territories, let us, in the mean time, by the WM 
4 ro ö force of argument, ſtorm its ſtrong holds, and lay the axe 2 
5 MW Eto the very root of its power. 1 
ate : | 

= Though hoſtile to our principles, yet in the eye of cha- 
_ Erity, we embrace the partizans of unbelief as brethren, 
Wan 5 p oy 

When they have exhauſted their ſtrength, we will gladly 

ole . 3 £ 2 > . | 

receive them into the pale of the pure faith. We will run 
ver "2 i aus 4 | 
; out to meet them. Yea, we will kill for them the fatted 


MNaalf, and make merry on their return. 


" I hall treſpaſs upon the patience of my hearers, only 
5 while I toach upon another point; which, though already * 
Wy Z ably recommended to you*, ought never, upon theſe oc- 
"i aaſions, to be entirely omitted. Since we profeſs religious 


principles, (as ave think) in many reſpe&s more genuine 


- _ han others of our fellow Chriſtians, let us manifeſt their 
ity. F efficacy in producing in us a greater purity and rectitude R : 
88 bo & of manners, On this, more than upon any thing beſides, 
6 We : will depend the ſucceſs of our cauſe. Let us, therefore, b 
* 1 be particularly attentive to the duties of public and pri- 

vate devotion ; to the obſervance of the Lord's Supper; 

3 L and to the inſtruction of the rifing generation. Let our 
1 8 conduct more viſibly refute the unfounded objection which 

5 


9 In a ſermon preached at Exeter, July ad, 1794, before the Society 
8 of Unitarian Chriſtians, eſtabliſhed in the Weſt of England, & c. &c. by 
be Rev. J. Reynel. 


has 


L 22 |] 


has been made to us, as a religious body, that in propor- 
tion as we profeſs to be more enlightened, we become 
more indifferent to devotional exerciſes. 

With regard to our conduct as members of civil ſoctety, 
let us live quiet and peaceable lives, doing juſtice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly before God. Vet, jealous for the 
honour of-religion, let us raiſe our voices againſt any ap- 
plication of it to improper purpoſes“; and though chriſ- 

tianity 


* cc But what fills up, in my cpinion, the meaſure of our impieties, 

and leaves them incapable of aggravation, is, the proclamation for a ſo- 
lemn faſt ; to implore, truly, the aſſiſtance of the Almighty in deſtroying 
his own image, and deſolating his own creation! No energies of lan 
guage, that I have in ſtore, can delineate my ſenſe of this enormity, this 
ſacrilegious profanation of religion. I am conſtrained to refer the concep- 
tion of it to expreſſive filence and ſecret feeling.” Wakeſield's Spirit of 
Chriſtianity compared with the Spirit of the Times. 
Near akin to this odious abuſe of religion is the ceremony of conſe- 
crating colours, of late fo prevalent in this kingdom—a ſolemn mockery | 
and one of the many myſteries of prieſtcraft which ſtill remain to be 
extirpated from among us! 

Liſten alſo, gentle reader, (if thy patience will enable thee to do it) to 
the following extract from a declaration cf the preſent humane and fic 
Empreſs of Ruſſia, read in the cathedral of Peterſburg, relative to the 
affairs of Poland: “ Thus has the inſurrectlon been quelled in Poland: 
thus have the ſnares of the traitors been deſtroyed. Acknowledgine, 
therefore, the divine favours, which have crowned all the enterprizes | 

and acts of her Imperial Majeſty, without interruption, during a reign of | 
33 years, may all her faithful ſubjects return due thanks to the Almighty, # 

and offer up their moſt fervent prayers, that the Almighty may grant his 
moſt holy aid, in the complete termination of this affair, to the benefit 
and glory of the empire, and to the eſtabliſhment * the laſting tran- 
quillity and ſafety of her frontiers in times to come.” 

N. B. The moment this declaration was read, the Te Deum was 
chaunted, under a diſcharge of 201 pieces of cannon from the citadel and 
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WW anity was eſtabliſhed by the blood of the Meſſiah, let us 

7 ot imagine, that its cauſe can at any time be promoted by 
Due ſhedding of human blood. 

Be peace, therefore, at all times, the object of our wiſhes; 

nd reaſon che fole c of our warfare. * the courſe 


| 4 Aiffculties the moſt formidable. T ko cauſe, in which 
we are embarked, 1s truly glorious. 'The ſmiles of pro- 
vic ence will not fail to attend us: and, if we nobly per- 
Pere, we ſhall at length arrive in ſafety at the wiſhed-for 
Wore, where our exertions will be crowned with complete 
Weceſs ; where the pureſt joys will animate our boſoms, 
2nd the bleſſing of heaven deſcend upon our heads, 
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| Wacmiralty, The clergy then congratulated the Empreſs, who ſat 
wn to a banquet of 36 covers; and drinking the health of her generals, 
is . el A-marſnals, & c. another ſalute of 51 pieces of cannon was fired. 


„ January 10, 1795. 
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